
National View

According to a 2023 Gallup Poll, an increasing 
number of Americans (63%) see the U.S. crime 
problem as a serious one.1 Further, most say that 
local crime is higher than the previous year. None-
theless, 2023 saw a 3% reduction in violent crime 
and a 2% decrease in property crime nationally 
from the previous year.2 In fact, U.S. crime rates 
have been steadily declining for decades.3 (See 
Figure 1.) 

The Crime Disconnect

The disconnect between the perceptions of Amer-
icans and the criminal realities surrounding them 
could be a function of increased media coverage 
of crime – particularly from certain outlets.4 This 
could perhaps explain why conservatives were 
also more likely to rank crime highly when com-
pared to liberals – at least as seen by respondents 
to the Utah Priorities Project survey. 

Further, an increase in population and, therefore, 
an increase in the raw number of crimes, particu-
larly high-profile ones, could affect perceptions.5 
The disconnect could also be a function of recency 
bias as people give more weight to recent, though 
often slight, increases in crime relative to the lon-
ger-term trends.6

There are demographic variations in perceptions 
of crime, possibly due to varied experiences with 
crime across populations. About 28% of Americans 
say that their household has been victimized by 
crime, which may be more likely to happen in cer-
tain areas.7 

For example, according to the Utah Priorities Proj-
ect survey, lower-income Utahns were more likely 
to rank crime as a priority than those with higher 
incomes. Renters ranked it higher than homeown-
ers.8 Crime may be happening more often in areas in 
which these groups live.

Utah Crime Rates 

Utah has relatively low crime rates and, like the U.S., 
has seen a long-term decline since the 1980s.9 (See 
Figure 1.) However, certain crimes have become 
notably more common in the state. For example, in 
2019, Utah saw 14,597 cases of simple assault. That 
number increased steadily to 18,523 in 2023, and 
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Crime is a concern for many Utahns. It should come as little surprise that the issue ranked of some impor-
tance among voters responding to the 2024 Utah Priorities Project survey. 

utahfoundation.org  |  follow us on social: lnk.bio/theutahfoundation

Utah and U.S. crime rates have declined 
– though violent crime in Utah holds 
steady. 
Figure 1: Violent and Property Crime Rates, Utah and U.S. 
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Note: The U.S. data for 2021 are likely undercounted. 
Source: FBI and MacroTrends.
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the year-to-date numbers for 2024 seem poised to 
eclipse that number. Intimidation and aggravated 
assault seem to be trending up as well.10 Nonethe-
less, Utah’s violent crime rate remains below that 
of the U.S.11 (See Figure 2.)

The number of arrests in the state has increased 
since before the pandemic. In 2019, a total of 27,276 
people were arrested in Utah. That figure increased 
in each subsequent year, totaling 38,664 in 2023.12 
Hate crimes against lesbian, gay, bisexual, or trans 
Utahns have also increased steadily and dramat-
ically since 2019.13 That said, as of 2022, only ten 
states exhibited a violent crime rate lower than that 
of Utah.14 

Salt Lake City Crime Rates 

Crime is more often seen in larger cities. Salt 
Lake City, in particular, enjoyed a crime rate that 
reached a 15-year low in 2023.15 This good news 
has continued since October 2024 – violent and 
property crime in Salt Lake City have collective-
ly declined by 9% relative to 2023. Similarly, the 
three-year average of year-to-date crime has de-
creased by 20%.16 When comparing year-to-date 
figures since 2018, the current number of property 
and violent crimes in 2024 is lower than any of the 
previous six years.17 

Since 1945, leaders, legislators, and community members have relied upon the illuminating, independent, and nonpartisan 
public-policy research produced by the Utah Foundation to support informed decision-making on topics that matter most. As 
a 501(c)3 with broad community support and a 60-member board, the Utah Foundation exists to empower civic engagement 
as the foundation for enhanced quality of life for Utahns. 
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While U.S. violent crime has declined,     
Utah remains lower per 100,000 people. 
Figure 2: Violent Crime Rates per 100,000 People, Utah and U.S. 
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