
Women and Democrats were three and seven 
percentage points, respectively, more likely than 
men and Republicans to prioritize women’s is-
sues. Ideology also affected survey results, with 
liberals twelve percentage points more likely than 
conservatives and 3% more likely than moderates 
to prioritize the issue. Income also exhibited an 
interesting effect on results, with higher-income 
respondents being five percentage points more 
likely than those with lower incomes to priori-
tize the issue. Renters were five percentage points 
more likely than homeowners to prioritize the 
issue. Those who self-identified as non-religious 
were five percentage points more likely than reli-
gious voters to prioritize the issue.

Marriage and Children

To provide additional background insights, Utah 
Priorities Project survey respondents were specifi-
cally asked to choose which of two statements best 
represented their views. The choice was between 
“Society is better off if people make marriage and 
having children a priority” and “Society is just as 
well off if people have priorities other than mar-
riage and children.” Republicans were far more 
likely than Democrats to select the first option – 
prioritizing marriage and having children.  (See 
Figure 1.) 

Simultaneously, conservatives and religious vot-
ers were more likely than liberals and the non-re-
ligious to choose the first option. Differences were 
less stark by race and ethnicity but still existent. 
Non-white non-Hispanic/Latino voters considered 

marriage and children a priority by a margin of 
twelve percentage points relative to Hispanic/Lati-
no voters and white non-Hispanic/Latino voters. 

Utah Priorities Project survey respondents were 
also concerned with gender-based economic in-
equality. This is perhaps appropriate since, ac-
cording to the Utah Women and Leadership proj-
ect, when considering “the median female wage 
compared to the median male wage…Utah ranks 
worst in the nation.”1 Data from 2022 highlight 
that women ages 16 and older earned 61% of their 
male counterparts.2 
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Republicans are more likely to prioritize 
children and marriage. 
Figure 1: Whether “Society is Better Off if People Make Marriage 
and Having Children a Priority,” or “Society is Just as Well Off if 
People Have Priorities Other Than Marriage and Children.” 
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Source: Utah Foundation survey. 
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Current Abortion Legality in Utah

Given the relatively recent Supreme Court action 
repealing Roe v. Wade, as well as legislative and 
Planned Parenthood responses to the repeal, it 
should also come as little surprise that Utahns, 
in general, are interested in the topic as a prior-
ity. At present, abortion in Utah remains legal 
for up to 18 weeks of gestation under state law. 
This situation will hold until courts rule on the 
constitutionality of a near-complete abortion ban 
that was supposed to be automatically triggered 
by the repeal of Roe v. Wade.3 If the courts allow 
state statute to take effect, abortions would only 
be permitted in cases of rape and incest (up to 18 
weeks of gestation) and in cases where the moth-
er’s life or health is at risk or the fetus has a severe 
brain abnormality or health conditions that limit 
its viability.4 Utah statute later moved to prevent 
abortion clinics from being licensed in the future 
and phase out existing licenses. This would re-
strict abortions to hospitals only.5

Survey Opinions on Abortion

When addressing abortion, opinions often vary 
based on the way in which a question is posed. 
Voters consider the issue of abortion in a nuanced 
way that may be hard to capture in just a few sur-
vey questions. Consequently, Utahns’ opinions on 
abortion compared to the nation vary based on the 
details of the question. Overall, Utahns are gen-

erally less supportive of abortion than the nation. 
About 45% of Utah’s population prefers legality in 
most cases, compared to 64% of the nation. How-
ever, Utah is among the top 10 states least support-
ive of abortion being illegal in all cases.6 

Utah’s support for Roe v. Wade generally also ap-
pears quite similar to the nation. A national survey 
undertaken by The Pew Research Center notes that 
nearly six-in-ten Americans (57%) disapprove of 
the court’s repeal of Roe v. Wade, including 43% 
who  strongly  disapprove. Nationally, only about 
41% approve of the court’s decision, with 25% 
strongly approving. Not surprisingly, partisan dif-
ferences on the abortion issue are palpable, with 
Republicans and Democrats sharply divided in 
their initial views of the recent decision.7 Nearly 
identical to Pew’s findings, a 2019 survey of Utah 
voters found that 58% preferred the Supreme Court 
not to overturn Roe v. Wade, while 42% preferred 
to see the decision overturned.8 

Utahns’ opinions on the current state legislation 
also appear nuanced. According to a recent survey 
by the Hinckley Institute of Politics, 52% of Utahns 
disapprove of a 2023 law that would require all 
abortions to be performed in hospitals.9 Simulta-
neously, the same poll also shows that 52% of Utah 
voters approve of an earlier law that would ban 
elective abortions and allow it only under limited 
circumstances.10 

Since 1945, leaders, legislators, and community members have relied upon the illuminating, independent, and nonpartisan 
public-policy research produced by the Utah Foundation to support informed decision-making on topics that matter most. As 
a 501(c)3 with broad community support and a 60-member board, the Utah Foundation exists to empower civic engagement 
as the foundation for enhanced quality of life for Utahns. 

This research brief was written by Research Analyst John Salevurakis with assistance from other Utah Foundation staff.
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