
In early 2024, the Utah Legislature passed HB 257, 
which restricted transgender individuals from us-
ing public school bathrooms, changing rooms, and 
locker rooms of their gender identity as opposed to 
their assigned sex at birth.2 Changing rooms and 
locker rooms were restricted in all other govern-
ment-owned buildings.3

At the same time, HB 303 was being discussed. 
Although it did not pass, HB 303 would have 
limited teachers from “endorsing, promoting, or 
disparaging certain beliefs or viewpoints” including 
gender identity, sexual orientation, and political 
and social viewpoints.4 

These two bills and the timing of the Utah Founda-
tion’s initial survey were likely part of the reason 
transgender rights and access was among the top 
17 issues of the 51 issues suggested. 

When Utah voters think about transgender issues, 
most are considering access to gender-affirming 
healthcare. Liberal voters tend to focus on the 
accessibility of gender-affirming healthcare for 
adults, while conservatives tend to be more fo-
cused on gender-affirming healthcare for minors. 
Other concerns include transgender participation 
in competitive sports, transgender access to pub-
lic facilities such as restrooms and locker rooms, 

transgender issues being discussed in schools, 
mental health treatment for transgender individ-
uals, and how accepted transgender individuals 
should be in society. 
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Transgender rights and access was among the least important of 17 issues surveyed among Utah voters 
as part of the 2024 Utah Priorities Project. At the same time, each of these priorities represented the 17 top 
issues from an initial list of 51 issues suggested by Utah voters. The initial survey also took place early in 
the year, when there was much attention given to transgender rights and access, as two bills were being 
discussed by the Utah Legislature – HB 257 and HB 303.1 The second survey was later in the spring. Per-
haps transgender rights and access ranked lower on the priorities list at that time because the media atten-
tion surrounding the two bills had softened. When thinking about transgender issues, most Utahns are 
focused on gender-affirming healthcare for adults and minors. The issue itself is divided issue in Utah. 
Out of every five voters, one thinks that the current level of societal acceptance for transgender people 
is about right, two think society has gone too far, and two think acceptance has not gone far enough.
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Liberal voters are more concerned about gender- 
affirming healthcare for adults while conservative 
voters focus on minors.  
Figure 1: “When Thinking About Transgender Rights and 
Access, What is Your Top Priority?”
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While the Utah Priorities Project highlights many 
issues that unite Utah voters, transgender rights 
and access is not one of those issues. Nearly 17% of 
Utah voters think the current level of acceptance of 
transgender individuals in society is about right, 
42% of voters think acceptance has gone too far, 
and 40% think acceptance has not gone far enough.  
This is not dissimilar from a 2022 national survey 
from Pew Research, which found that 23% of U.S. 
adults considered the current level of acceptance 

about right, 38% think it has gone too far, and 36% 
think it has not gone far enough.5 

Religiously active, conservative, Republican, and 
Hispanic/Latino voters were more likely to say 
social acceptance has gone too far. Voters who 
prioritized transgender rights and access in the 
Utah Priorities Project were more likely to think 
societal acceptance has not gone far enough. 

Since 1945, leaders, legislators, and community members have relied upon the illuminating, independent, and nonpartisan 
public-policy research produced by the Utah Foundation to support informed decision-making on topics that matter most. As 
a 501(c)3 with broad community support and a 60-member board, the Utah Foundation exists to empower civic engagement 
as the foundation for enhanced quality of life for Utahns. 

This research brief was written by Research Director Christopher Collard with assistance from other Utah Foundation staff.

Utahns are divided on the level of transgender 
acceptance in society.  
Figure 2: Percent Who Say Society Has [choose one] In 
Accepting People Who Are Transgender
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